
    Happy New Year!  We hope everyone had a restful break.   

     Our winter conference date is January 21st (snow date 2/27).  The links for sign up are on 
page 2.  Please remember, we ask that parents only sign up for one of the three conference 
dates.  If you have already had a conference for your child, please leave the slots for other 
parents.  If you have already conferenced and have concerns, please reach out to the teacher 
directly.  Also, please remember our special area teachers have conference slots.  If you can’t 
find a teacher in a sign up category please email the teacher. Some of our teachers are part 
time or split between multiple schools, and may share conference dates with other schools.  

     Carroll County Public Schools built three snow days into this year’s calendar. As of January 
5th we have not used any snow days.  

      Please remember the procedures for parent drop off in the morning. Our official start 
time is 7:45. That is when instruction begins.  It is important that students arrive earlier to 
have time to unpack and prepare for their day. You can drop off between 7:15 and 7:40. Par-
ent drop off is be in the back. We ask that cars pull up along the fenced blacktop and dis-
charge their student(s) independently on the passenger side. The back drop off closes at 7:40 
each morning. After that time parents should bring their child to the front. The front should 
not be used for drop off before 7:40 as buses are still arriving. The procedures are in place 
for  everyone's safety.  

     On-line yearbook sales will begin soon. All yearbooks should be pre-ordered. Please 
save/print your order confirmation. So often between January and June families can’t remem-
ber if they ordered a book or not so having your confirmation handy is important. Yearbooks 
may be ordered plain or with your child’s name on the cover. 

     Kindergarten registration for the 25-26 school year will be March 9-13.  If you have a 
child who will be kindergarten age next year or know someone with a child please mark that 
week on your calendar.  Additional information will be available closer to the week.  

     Has your child needed to borrow a change of clothes from the health room? Please remem-
ber to wash and return shirts and/or pants. Underwear is always purchased new so should not 
be returned. Also we can use donations of sweatpants and leggings in small, medium and large. 
These can be clothes your child has outgrown. We really appreciate the donations.  

 

      

Cindy Bell, Principal 
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16th—Schools/Offices Closed 
 
 

Calendar  

I ns i de  t h i s  i s s ue :  

Conference Sign Up 
Kindergarten Registra-
tion 
Cold Weather Wear 
School Meals 

2 

Counselors Clipboard 3 

Inclement Weather Plan  4 

Yearbook Sales 
A Note From The Nurse 

5 

Art News 
PE News 

6 

Health Education News 
Media News 
Kindergarten News 

7 

First Grade News 
Second Grade News 

8 

Third Grade News 
Fourth Grade News 

9 

Fifth Grade News 10 

Cafeteria News 11 

Lunch Menu 12 

J a nua r y ,  2 0 2 6  

Vo l u me  ,  I s s ue  

T h e  D i n o  D i s p a t c h  
E l d e r s b u r g  E l e m e n t a r y  S c h o o l   

Cynthia A. Bell—Principal                                          Erica Airing—Assistant Principal 

1021 Johnsville Road 

Sykesville, MD 21784 

410-751-3520 

Fax 410-751-3553 

www.carrollk12.org/ees 



December temperatures 
fluctuated, but winter 
and cold weather are 
here!! Please send your 
children to school with 
their winter wear. 
Students will go outside 
in “feels like” 
temperatures of 32 
degrees and above. 

School Meals  

Please remember that both 
breakfast and lunch may be 
purchased at school.  Some 
a la cart items are also avail-
able.  See prices below: 

Breakfast—$1.50 

Lunch—$2.50 

Milk—$.60 

Water—$1.00 
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January 21st is our last scheduled parent teacher conference. Please 
sign-up if you have not yet had a conference with your child's 
teacher or your teacher has requested a conference. Below are the 
links to sign-up.  

Please read instructions carefully. 

PLEASE NOTE: 

• Conferences are not required for students unless you feel necessary, teachers are also available 
through email.  

• PLEASE schedule ONLY ONE conference per teacher on ONLY ONE of the 3 days offered. 

• Deadline for scheduling a conference  is Tuesday, January 20th— 

• Please choose ONLY ONE conference per date/per teacher for your student. 

 

The links to schedule a conference, with directions for each class, is below. 

Pre K/Kindergarten: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A45A4AA2DA7FB6-44949946-
kindergarten 

  

1st grade: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A45A4AA2DA7FB6-44880497-1stgrade 

 

2nd grade: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A45A4AA2DA7FB6-44879500-2ndgrade     

 3rd grade: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A45A4AA2DA7FB6-51527293-3rdgrade    

 4th grade: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A45A4AA2DA7FB6-51526292-4thgrade       

 5th grade: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A45A4AA2DA7FB6-44874065-5thgrade     

 Fine Arts and Fitness: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A45A4AA2DA7FB6-44950503-
fine     

 Resource: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A45A4AA2DA7FB6-44952624-resource      

 Special Ed: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A45A4AA2DA7FB6-44879011-special  

 

Conference Sign-Up  

Kindergarten Registration  

This year’s Kindergarten Registration Dates have been set. If you know anyone 
who has an incoming Kindergartener please share the dates below. There will 
be more information to come in the next newsletter. 

Kindergarten Registration Dates—March 9th—13th 
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Counselor’s Clipboard 

January 2026 Newsletter  

Hello EES Families ~ Happy 2026! I wish you a year filled with 
peace, happiness and good health! Here is a quick re-cap of my School Coun-
seling lessons from December: 

Kindergarten: Students learned the difference between tattling and reporting. 
We talked about the size of a problem and how that helps them to know 
whether to get an adult’s help. They practiced what they learned by playing 
two corners. 

First Grade: Students reviewed what respect looks like, sounds like and feels 
like. We read Do Unto Otters by Laurie Keller and then students completed a 
sentence, “One thing I will do for others is . . .” and drew a picture to go along 
with it.  

Second Grade: Students learned about giving their best effort. We read The Lit-
tle Engine That Could by Watty Piper and then students created ‘I can’ cans.  

Third Grade: Students learned how to work through conflicts peacefully. Exam-
ples of strategies are: taking turns, using I-messages, compromising, talking it 
out, showing empathy, and listening to the other person’s perspective without 
interrupting. 

Fourth Grade: We had part two of the three-part series discussing healthy 
ways to handle stress using Be the Boss of Your Body Self-Care for Kids by 
Timothy Culbert and Rebecca Kajander. Part two was learning about positive 
self-talk, aromatherapy and acupressure.  

Fifth Grade: Students reviewed what respect looks like, sounds like, and feels 
like. They listened to The Golden Rule by Ilene Cooper, shared in a community 
circle, and then created a RESPECT acrostic poem.  

Looking ahead to the first week of May . . . The Children’s Mental Health Mat-
ters Campaign brings together non-profits, schools, and other agencies with 
the following goals: raising public awareness of the importance of children’s 
mental health and substance use, reducing stigma of mental health, and con-
necting children and families with resources for prevention and support of 
mental health conditions.  

As part of this campaign, there is an annual poster contest to raise awareness 
of the importance of children’s mental health. Interested students can get 
more information from this link: 2026 Campaign Poster Contest - Children's 
Mental Health Matters 

 

Please contact me at ljmaher@carrollk12.org or 410.751.3520 if you have ques-
tions or concerns, need resources, want to talk about your child, etc. Be well!                          

  Mrs. Lisa Maher 
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When inclement weather conditions occur, the decision may be made to delay the opening of school by two hours, to close school, or to 
dismiss school early. An announcement will be made for delayed openings or closings by 6:00 a.m. Every effort will be made to make 
the announcement as early as possible.  

There may be an announcement made to open schools 2 hours late with a “re-evaluation” period to possibly close schools. A follow-up 
announcement is made by 7:15 a.m.  

All weather-related announcements will be made through the Carroll County Public School System’s School Messenger system, CCPS 
website, social media, and CETV - Channel 21, as well as through local and regional media.  

On days when schools are closed or there is an early dismissal because of inclement weather, school activities scheduled for that evening 
may be canceled. The school system and/or individual school administrators will make separate announcements regarding evening and 
weekend activities that may be canceled.  

Any decision to close schools, delay opening, or dismiss schools early due to inclement weather is not made lightly. Every effort will be 
made to provide an instructional school day consistent with the published school calendar and with the foremost concern always being 
the safe travel of all Carroll County Public Schools students. 
 

If schools open late, please add the number of hours to your usual bus or drop-off time. If schools close early, subtract the hours from the 
time your child usually gets off the bus to determine their approximate arrival home time.  
 

Should CCPS need to operate under a delayed opening schedule (i.e. due to weather related or other emergencies), our half day 
AM only PreK programs will not be in session for students.   

 

A. School Opening Delayed One (1) Hour:  

School will begin at 8:45 a.m. 

 

B. School Opening Delayed Two (2) Hours: 

School will begin at 9:45 a.m. for a two hour delay 

 

C. School Closing To Be One (1) Hour Earlier Than Usual: 

Dismissal time will begin at 1:15 p.m. 

 

D. School Closing To Be Two (2) Hours Earlier Than Usual: 

Dismissal will begin at 12:15 p.m. 

 

Scheduled (monthly) 2 hour 45 minute Early Dismissal: 

Dismissal will begin at 11:30 a.m. 

 

Parents can keep youngsters safe by arranging emergency back-up care.  Children should be taught what to do 
and where to go when schools close unexpectedly and parents/guardians are not at home.  

 

 

Inc l e me nt  We athe r  P roc e dure s   
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Yea rb o o k  S a le   

 

EES Vision 

Our vision is to work to-
gether to educate the 
whole child with high 

standards in a safe and 
nurturing environment.  

 

EES Mission 

The mission of EES is to 
empower all our students 

to become Respectful, 
Responsible citizens who 
are Ready to succeed in 
the global community.  

 

“Working Together; 
Learning Forever"  
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Coming Soon 

A Note From The Nurse 

Happy New Year!  I hope everyone had a safe and healthy holi-
day season.   

Please put an extra set of clothing in your child’s 
bag to keep in their locker.  Even the older ones 
can have mishaps, and they almost always prefer 
their own clothes over what I have here.  

We are still seeing quite a few cases of flu-like 
illness and GI bugs in the county!  Your child 
may return to school after 24 hours of being fe-
ver free (less than 100 degrees without fever re-

ducing medications) and/or after receiving 24 hours of antibiotics.  They also 
need to be 24 hours free from vomiting or diarrhea.  When your child is a little 
under the weather, you may send in non-medicated cough drops, lip balm, wa-
ter bottles, and lotion to help soothe them. 

Our Hearing & Vision testing will be done in March.  This is for all Pre-K, K, 
1st, and 4th grade students.  More information will be provided as the time ap-
proaches. 

Always feel free to reach out to me with any questions or concerns.  

smleuen@carrollk12.org   

2025-2026 

Yearbook sale ! 

Jan 6th — March 26th 

 

   Base Price: $24.00 

 

Click the below 
link to order a 
yearbook! 

 

Yearbook Market  

mailto:smleuen@carrollk12.org
https://shop.yearbookmarket.com/eldersburgelementary


Awesome Artist  

P.E. News  

In the month of January, PE will review routines as we return from a restful 

break. We will transition right into the floor hockey unit. Students will dribble, pass, 

and shoot with a long -handled implement in individual, dual, and team dynamics. 

After floor hockey, we will move into volleyball. During the volleyball unit we will im-

prove sport specific motor pathways such as bump, set, and spike with modified 

volleyball equipment!  

 

Artwork 

Welcome Winter!  I hope you had a wonderful winter break! 

 

Pre K students continue to learn about the elements of art line, shape, color and texture as they have experimented with paint 
and created a pine tree and then decorated it.  In December, students enjoyed using the Element of Art: color and the 
Principle of Design: pattern to create a colorful bead candy cane – and many students applied pattern as well. 

Kindergarten students created awesome texture ornaments – I hope you enjoyed them!  They will focus more on the Ele-
ment of Art: texture for January, as they make paint prints to create a snowman. 

First grade students are completing amazing owls out of clay.  They are also beginning their snow globe project. 

Second grade students mixed colors and are completing their snowflake color wheel project. 

Third grade students are finishing their Native American Woven Bookmark which will be displayed with a special writing 
piece to go along with it. Thank you for your support with their writing piece.  If they have not completed this, 
please complete as soon as possible and turn in. 

Fourth grade students are finishing their awesome symmetry animal as they applied the Elements of Art: shape, line, value, 
and texture. 

Fifth grade students are completing their complementary/contrast cut paper designs.  I hope you enjoyed their clay mug 
project! 

 

Special Snowflake Project to decorate  Mrs. Slagle’s big wall 

Winter is here!  Mrs. Slagle’s 2nd grade and 5th grade students received a special snowflake to decorate (this can be a family pro-
ject!)  Please have these decorated, cut out, and then returned to Mrs. Slagle when completed.  The student’s name and class 
code need to be written on the back of the snowflake too.  Thank you!   

In the spring, kindergarten and 3rd grade will create a special spring project for this wall.  Thank you to all the 1st and 4th graders 
for the amazing and creative fall leaves! 

 

Artfully Yours, 

Mrs. Slagle  
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Health Education News 

There will be a family life parent preview night on the last conference night, Jan-

uary 21st.   The preview will take place for 4 th and 5 th grade families in the health 

classroom.    

Media News 

January is always a great month in the Media Center! Students in all 

grades will learn about computer science and coding.   Students will also develop their 

research skills by taking notes from two sources, using pictures to take notes, identifying 

and using key words to take notes, or taking notes from a video.  

 

Thank you to all Eldersburg families for a successful Book Fair last month.   Each purchase 

at the Book Fair benefits all students in the school.   Thank you for another great Book Fair 

year!  

 

If you  have  any Eldersburg Elementary Media overdue books in your house, please be 

sure to send them in with your children.  Overdue books tend to creep up this month. 

When students return their books, they can pick new books and keep  reading. We are still 

working to have less than 100 overdue books at any time and to maintain at least 2,000 

books checked out a month.  

Kin d erg a r te n  N ew s  

Happy New Year!  

Your child has been working hard on letter sounds and correct letter for-

mation. We will begin putting all those skills together and applying them to 

blend sounds and spell words. Please continue to read and practice sight 

words at home.  

In Math, we will continue our unit on nonstandard measurement. Please con-

tinue to work on fact fluency for plus and minus zero, plus and minus one and 

the difference of zero.  

We will continue to go outside for recess whenever possible, please dress your 

child appropriately for days we go outside for recess.  
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Second Grade News 

     ШReading & Phonics 
In the coming weeks, students will be reading folktales from different cultures. They will talk about the 
lessons these stories teach and learn how point of view can shape a story. Students will practice retelling 
stories by identifying the most important events. 

During our daily Fundations lessons, students will continue learning different long vowel patterns to help them read and 
spell words more accurately. 

˕ ШWriting Workshop 
In Writer’s Workshop, students will write a continuation story based on a story we have already read in class. Using 
what they know about the characters, students will create a new problem and solution. They will work through the full 
writing process, including planning, drafting, revising, and publishing a final piece. 

 ШШШШШШШMath 
During the second week of January, all students will take the CCPS Mid-Year Math Assessment. This assessment gives 
students a chance to show what they have learned so far this year. 

A math review calendar has been sent home over winter break to help students practice important skills. Please continue 
nightly math fact practice, and encourage your child to sign up to test for their next set of playground facts. 

 ШШШШШSchool Supplies Reminder 
It’s a great time to check in with your child about their school supplies. Many students may need new glue sticks, pen-
cils, erasers, dry erase markers, or crayons. A fresh box of crayons and extra dry erase markers are especially helpful at 
this time of year. 

Thank you for your continued support at home! 
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We hope that everyone had a restful winter break. We are looking forward to getting back into our 
routine! 

Reminders: 

This is a great time to replenish student supplies. Most students need glue sticks, crayons, dry erase markers 
and pencils. 

Students go outside when it is 32 degrees or above. Please make sure they have a winter coat, gloves, hats, etc. 
so that they stay warm when outside. 

ELA: As reading instruction continues, we are discussing the features of fiction and nonfiction text. As we 
meet in reading groups, we continue to practice retelling fiction and non-fiction stories as well as discuss traits 
of the characters and draw conclusions about what we have read. First graders are making wonderful progress 
so far this year! 

This year we are working on 3 types of writing; personal narrative, informational, and opinion. With all 3 
types of writing we are talking about keeping the audience in mind when writing and how we write differently 
for different audiences. We are working hard to add lively details to our writing that express excitement and 
other feelings. 

Math: We will continue to explore numbers to 120. We will learn about place value as we manipulate and 
compare tens and ones. We will learn how to apply what we know and learn about place value to solve real 
world problems. Please continue to have your child practice their basic facts. Pease complete the review cal-
endar with your student to help prepare them for the January Benchmark Test. 

F ir s t  Grade  N ew s  
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ELA – This month we will continue to focus our learning on reading 
to understand a text. We will be using many different comprehen-
sion strategies during the month including main idea/details, author’s point of 
view, and summarizing and sequencing.  

 

Math – We are finishing up learning about fractions in unit 3 and will be con-
tinuing to learn about multiplication and division in Unit 4.  During this Unit 
students will develop an understanding of the Distributive Property of Multi-
plication.  Students will use this understand to multiply two single digit num-
bers. We are also beginning to prepare for our Mid-Year Math Benchmark. 
Please continue to review math facts and homework problems at home as re-
inforcement of material. We will have review materials in the classroom as 
well. Please continue to work on the January Benchmark Review calendar that 
was sent home before winter break.  

Third Grade News                                            

Fourth Grade News 

Happy New Year to all of our families! Please continue to monitor your child’s supplies to ensure they have 
pencils, scissors and glue. The second quarter will end on Friday, January 23. We will continue to encourage 
our fourth graders to check Home Access in order to stay on top of missing assignments and work. As always, 
please reach out with any questions or concerns. 

ELA 

During the month of January, students will begin Unit 4 of their Benchmark Advanced Program. This unit will 
center around the topic of understanding different points of view. Students will be reading the genres of histor-
ical fiction, fantasy and poetry to draw inferences and compare and analyze the points of view in each text. 
Students will also write narratives in which they focus on developing a setting, characters and plot.  

Math 

January is a very busy month for 4th graders in math class! Students will be finishing unit 3 which focuses on 
identifying fractions, locating fractions on a number line, converting improper fractions to mixed numbers, 
creating equivalent fractions, and comparing fractions. Then, we will be moving on to unit 4 which focuses on 
adding and subtracting fractions and mixed numbers and introduces students to decimal fractions. We will 
begin working with decimals in the tenths and hundredths places.  

During the month of January, students will be completing a CCPS January Mathematics Mid-Year Assess-
ment. This is an opportunity for your child to show all that he or she has learned in math during the first half of 
the school year. The assessment will include each unit that has been taught this school year, as well as prob-
lems that will allow students to apply what they have learned and to explain their thinking. We will be com-
pleting a review calendar for warm-ups. I encourage your child to bring this home to review.  

Science 

In Science, students will investigate the concept of energy and its transfer. They will study motion, electricity, 
heat, and sound. This will help us build common background knowledge regarding energy sources. In addition, 
students will examine various forces affecting energy transfer. This unit will conclude with renewable and 

nonrenewable energy research project allowing students to apply their knowledge of energy in real life engi-
neering problem solving situations. 



Fifth Grade News 

ELA  

We will finish unit 4 ï authorôs point of view.  
After the conclusion of unit 4, we will begin unit 5 ï the impact of technology on society.  
Students will write a fictional narrative throughout the month.  

 

Math  

The January benchmark test will be administered this month. The benchmark review chart 
replaces weekly homework sheets from mid-December through mid-January. The chart has 
25 blocks of work and is due January 12th. The chart is worth 10 points for completion. 
Please have your child keep his or her chart in the Dino folder so it is available if we use it 
in class.  
There are still a lot of gaps in basic fact knowledge (multiplication and division). Any prac-

tice at home (good old flash cards work well!) is greatly appreciated!    

Once the January benchmark test is complete, we will begin unit 5 ï metric conversions, 
standard conversions, and order of operations.  

 

Science  

We will continue working through the Survivor Unit.  

 

Social Studies  

We will be taking the SSIWA (Social Studies Informational Writing Assessment) on or 
around 1/20.  
We will continue working through unit 2 ï challenges of an expanding nation.  

 

“Working Together; Learning Forever"                                Page  10 



“Working Together; Learning Forever"                             Page  11 

Cafeteria News 

The Cafeteria Crew wishes you a Happy New Year! 

 

Due to the long Winter break, we will not be offering salads until January 7th . 

 

For the first time this school year, on January 8th, we will be offering Chili with beans and cornbread!   

 

Continuing to help combat the colder weather the week of January 12th we will have hot Turkey and Rice 
Soup on the menu as well. 

 

On Friday January 16th which is an early dismissal, we will be serving Pizza and French Toast Sticks. 

 

Breakfast 

Each morning for breakfast we offer different options of cereal and then also warm breakfast options. Some 
of the warm options are:  bread slices (banana, blueberry, and pumpkin), cinnamon rolls, benefit bars, ba-
gelfuls (bagel stuffed with strawberry cream cheese) and cheese danish. Each day we also offer a specific 
“special” item, which are: 

 

Monday – waffles/pancakes 

Tuesday – sausage, egg and cheese sandwiches on a croissant 

Wednesday – chocolate chip muffin 

Thursday – Iced donuts – starting this month! 

Friday – mini chocolate donuts 
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